October 3

Jesus’ Mission Invitation

On this first Sunday of the "mission month™ of Octaber, we
recall the many instances in the Gospels where Jesus calls people
to follow him in mission. We are famillar with the call of the twelve
apostles; however, we also remember that lesus chooses seventy-
two followers and sends them out on mission (Lk 10:1-12). Thus, we
should conclude that mission is for all of lesus’ disciples—all baptized
Chrisuians, not just the religious or ordained. Mission begins with Jesus’
choice: “You did not choose me, no, | chose you; and | commissioned
you to go out and bear frult, fruit that will last” (In 15:16).

Recall that “the harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few"
(Lk 10:2). This was true in Jesus' time and remains true today. We
must recognize the great task that faces us as Christians in the world;
we turmn to the Lord in prayer, asking for additional harvesters. Jesus
also gives various instructions: “Be on your way.” Do not delay! Co,
and go now!

Remember that you will face many challenges; you will be
like lambs in the midst of wolves. Recognize that some peaple will
welcome your message, while others will reject both you and your
very mission. Jesus advises his missionaries to “travel light.™ Don't let
matenal “stuff” weigh you down and get in the way of your ministry
of preaching Jesus' Good News.

The missioner is to extend peace to everyone; in other words,
the Christian message is one of “mercy and compassion™ (theme of
Pope Francis’ 2015 visit to the Philippines). In addition, recall Pope
Francis' advice to go to the margins, the peripheries, to the excluded
In society. Indeed, as Christians we all are to carry on the mission task
that Jesus gave us; we are joyful heralds of Christ’s Good News!
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